
MARK WORSLEY
CALL: 1994

"He has a deep understanding and knowledge of the law which he uses as a powerful
weapon."

Chambers UK 2022

Email: mark.worsley@guildhallchambers.co.uk
Tel: 0117 930 9000

Mark is head of Guildhall's Crime Team and defends and prosecutes serious crime. Mark also has a wealth of experience in
dealing with regulatory matters such as defending DVSA prosecutions, prosecutions arising from Directors' disquali cations and
Ofsted - related appeals. He is instructed both on his own and as a leading junior.

PRACTICE AREAS

Crime

CRIME

Mark is a member of the CPS prosecutions panel at grade 4. He is also on the CPS rape prosecutions panel. He defends at the
equivalent level of seriousness of offending and is regularly instructed in:

Sex crime
Fraud
Drugs
Money laundering and proceeds of crime
Violence

Mark has always been keen to assist clients in other areas of the law and has substantial experience defending in VOSA
prosecutions, directors' disqualification cases, RCN tribunal representation and Ofsted appeals. Mark's longstanding role as a
Chair of Governors in a state primary school has lead to him having a depth of knowledge in education law.

SIGNIFICANT CASES



R v WR v W - Prosecution of "lifer" who on release married his prison visitor, thereafter dissipating the entirety of her savings.
Taken ill shortly after his arrest for fraud, he was by the time of trial confined to a hospital bed, but was brought to court
every day to stand his trial.
R v S & OrsR v S & Ors - Five handed prosecution of gang who had executed the violent robbery of a 77 year old farmer in his home.
He was beaten and threatened with torture before surrendering the key to his gun safe, from which the defendants stole
17 firearms and cash. The case dealt with complex telephone call data and cell site mapping and difficult disclosure
issues.
R v SR v S - Prosecution of former world champion karate instructor charged with a series of sexual offences, including rape,
sexual assault, inciting a child to a sexual act, voyeurism and the possession of tens of thousands of indecent images. The
victims included his two daughters, his former wife, a number of his pupils and their mothers.
R v MR v M - Defence (including consideration of the M'Naghten Rules) of 22 year old paranoid schizophrenic arrested for the
attempted murder of his mother's partner.
R v MR v M - Defence of man charged with the attempted murder of his wife who claimed to have woken up to find him in the
process of cutting her wrist with a Stanley knife.
R v PR v P - Defence of male alleged to have been part of homosexual paedophile ring in Bristol in 1970's. Application to
dismiss successful.
R v SR v S - Prosecution of male for sexual offending against a 5 year old witness.
R v Terrell [2008]R v Terrell [2008] - 2 Cr.App.R. (S) 49, CA- 2 Cr.App.R. (S) 49, CA - Assessment of remoteness of risk from downloading indecent images in
relation to dangerousness).
Parker v DPP [2001]Parker v DPP [2001] - R.T.R. 16 (assumption in s.15(2) RTA 1988 not incompatible with the presumption of innocence in
Art 6(2) ECHR).

RECOMMENDATIONS

CHAMBERS UK 2022

CrimeCrime

Band 3

"He has a deep understanding and knowledge of the law which he uses as a powerful weapon."

 

LEGAL 500 2022

CRIMECRIME

Ranked: Tier 2

‘Mark has an easy con dence in front of a jury which makes him a highly persuasive advocate. Always on top of his brief, he is
equally sure-footed cross-examining a vulnerable witness as making legal submissions before a hostile tribunal.’

CHAMBERS UK 2021

CrimeCrime

Noted for his advocacy skills, Mark Worsley both prosecutes and defends serious crime cases. His practice focuses on organised
crime, armed robberies and acts of violence. He is a Grade 4 prosecutor and a member of the RASSO specialist panel.

Strengths: "He provides an excellent level of service and has great attention to detail. He always responds promptly and has the
ability to explain complex evidence to lay clients." "An e ective advocate who is well prepared and has a good courtroom
manner."

LEGAL 500 2021



Crime (General and Fraud)Crime (General and Fraud)

‘He has a great ability to reduce the most complex issues to simple strategic points efficiently and directly.’

LEGAL 500 2020

CrimeCrime

"His practice covers a broad spectrum of criminal cases."

CHAMBERS UK 2019

CrimeCrime

Noted for his advocacy skills, Mark Worsley both prosecutes and defends serious crime cases. His practice runs the full gamut
of criminal o ences including sex crime, drugs and acts of violence. He is a Grade 4 prosecutor and a member of the RASSO
specialist panel.

"He is very thorough and has an excellent manner with clients."
Recent work: Defended a man charged with three consecutive conspiracies to supply drugs in Plymouth.

LEAGL 500 2019

CrimeCrime

‘Recommended for cases involving drugs conspiracies and murder.’

CHAMBERS UK 2018

CrimeCrime

Junior - Band 3

Noted for his advocacy skills, Mark Worsley both prosecutes and defends serious crime cases. His practice runs the full gamut
of criminal offences including sex crime, drugs and acts of violence.

Strengths: "Due to Mark's approach, advice and close working with the officer, we were able to crack a very challenging case."

LEGAL 500 2017

CrimeCrime

Leading juniors

"Very experienced in a variety of serious crime matters."

CHAMBERS UK 2017

CrimeCrime

Junior - Band 3



Noted for his advocacy skills, Mark Worsley both proscutes and defends serious crime cases. His practice runs the full gamut of
criminal offences including sex crimes, drugs and acts of violence.

Strengths: "He's a very good advocate, very capable. He has a good eye for detail, he doesn't miss a lot, you can't get anything
past him.

LEGAL 500 2016

CrimeCrime

Leading juniors

"He provides an excellent service and is extremely efficient."

CHAMBERS UK 2016

CrimeCrime

Junior - Band 3

He has expertise in handling regulatory matters, and regularly defends charges relating to OFSTED and directors'
disqualifications.

Strengths: "He is sharp, resourceful and a able. He is a favourite with a broad spectrum of clients and possess and excellent
jury manner."

Recent work: Defended in a case concerning a young man in care who was charged with two instances of rape.

LEGAL 500 2015

CrimeCrime

Leading juniors

"He has a strong track record prosecuting and defending serious crimes."

CHAMBERS UK 2015

Crime Crime 

Leading Junior - Band 3

Has a strong practice in all areas of criminal work, including fraud, money laundering and drugs cases. He acts for the defence,
and is also a Grade 4 CPS prosecutor and a member of the CPS's specialist rape panel.

Recent work: Instructed in a serious rape case, a multi-handed fraud, an attempted murder defence for a paranoid
schizophrenic and a violent armed robbery involving the theft of £5,000 and the assault of a 77-year-old man.

LEGAL 500 2014

CrimeCrime

Leading juniors

"An experienced defence and prosecution barrister regularly instructed in serious crime."



APPOINTMENTS:

CPS rape & serious sexual offences panel advocate
CPS prosecuting advocates panel - Grade 4

MEMBERSHIPS:

Bar of England & Wales
Criminal Bar Association
New York Bar

EDUCATION:

Inns of Court School of Law
Emory University School of Law, Atlanta
LLB Hons, University of Newcastle upon Tyne

RECENT NEWS

Statement regarding 'no returns' from the Crime team
Practical Advocacy in the Crown Court has been published today!
We are very excited to announce publication of our book ‘Practical Advocacy in the Crown Court’ written by members of
our Crime Team
Coronavirus Regulations Update - 6 July 2020
Guildhall Chambers is delighted to announce that Peter Binder will join our Crime Team on 1 September 2020
We are pleased to announce our Crime Team will have their book published by Bloomsbury Legal
Coronavirus Regulations – Update 23 June 2020
Coronavirus Regulations - Update 1 June 2020
Crime Team Newsletter - April 2020
Guildhall Chambers is delighted to announce that two of their barristers have been appointed as Recorders

Guildhall Chambers, 23 Broad Street, Bristol BS1 2HG Tel: 0117 930 9000 DX: 7823 Bristol

mark.worsley@guildhallchambers.co.uk | www.guildhallchambers.co.uk
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